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Sample Lesson Plan - Jazz Poetry 

Summary of lesson - Students will be introduced to Charlie Parker Played Bebop by Chris Raschka.  They will participate by learning how to echo what the teacher reads on each page. 

They will learn how to improvise and use their voices in different ways. They will learn about Charlie Parker the bebop jazz saxophonist.

Objectives:


Students will listen to, analyze and describe music.


Students will gain experience echoing.


Students will listen to, analyze and describe Charlie Parker Played BeBop by Chris Raschka


Students will understand relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


Students will understand music in relation to history and culture.


Students will practice following directions.

Materials: 


Recorded music : A Night in Tunisia by Charlie Parker


Charlie Parker Played BeBop by Chris Raschka

Procedure:  


Play A Night in Tunisia and explain how Chris Raschka was inspired by it to write this book.  Talk about Charlie Parker, that he played saxophone and invented BeBop jazz music.


Introduce the concept of echoing.  I say it and then you say it back to me.


Read book to class allowing children to echo each page.  Vary your pitch, tempo and volume.  Whisper and shout.  Make your voice high in pitch and low in pitch.  Say some lines slowly and some quickly.  Repeat as many lines as you like.


Play music again and see if kids can identify any of the musical phrases with th language in the book.


Read the book again.  Encourage the children to interpret and improvise.

Assessment: 


Teacher assessment of students' active participation in all activities through observation.


Teacher assessment of students' understanding of materials through analyzing their discussion. 


Teacher assessment by observation of children's ability to listen and to echo.

 Extensions and Adaptations:


Read other books and poems in a like manner.  For example: Jack Prelutsky poems, Eve Merriam's Crusty Cornbread, any nursery rhyme

Use instruments when you read - drums, shakers


Improvise movements such as clapping, stomping, and swaying


Listen to Louise Rogers musical version on Bop Boo Day CD and echo along with the children on the recording.
Relevant National Standards areas other than music:


Language Arts:


Listening attentively to spoken language


Understanding and following oral directions


Listening respectfully without interrupting others


Following directions


Listening to literary texts and performances to appreciate and enjoy literary works and respond to vivid language


Listening for the tone of voice and content


Taking turns when speaking


Speaking with appropriate speed and expression


Interpreting words with assistance

Math:


Following and understanding patterns

