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Sample Lesson Plan - Jazz Improvisation Storytelling   

Summary of lesson - Students will compose a group story using drums and/or other percussion instruments to help tell the story.  Students will connect the meaning of sounds with the meaning of story.  They will build community together with the teacher as they problem solve to create a jazz story.

Objectives:


Students will learn to connect meaning with sound.


Students will gain experience performing on instruments alone and with others.


Students will improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments.


Students will compose music within specific guidelines.


Students will understand music in relation to emotions.


Students will sing alone and with others.


Students will understand relationships between music, the arts, and disciplines outside the arts.


Students will understand relationships between music and large and small motor skills.


Students will learn to control the sound coming from their instruments - loud, soft, fast, slow.

Materials: 


Drums and/or other percussion instruments either commercially purchased or handmade.


The beginning of a story written by the teacher.

Procedure:  


Discuss stories that the children have heard or read or told. 


Discuss the characters in one of those stories, where it takes place and what happens at the beginning, middle and end of the story.


Explain that the class is going to tell a whole class story using instruments to help tell the story.


Hand out instruments.


Explain the procedure.  The teacher tells the beginning of the story and then the students will decide what will happen next.  


Begin to tell the story to the class.


(Example - An old man walked slowly (teacher drums slowly and softly indicating the sound of the old man's steps, and asks students to follow along and do what she is doing on their drums.) He heard a sound (Swirling with fingertips on drum) wondered where it was coming from, listened and then walked on.  (More slow drumming) It was coming from a cave.  How does the man feel?  Is he curious or frightened? Should he go in?  Teacher pauses and asks the students for ideas.  Teacher picks one of the ideas and continues with story.  If the man goes in the cave he can hear many different sounds high and low, fast and slow, loud and soft.  If he doesn't go into the cave similar things can occur in the forest or on a mountain, etc.  
Assessment: 


Teacher assessment of students' active participation in all activities through observation.


Teacher assessment of students' understanding of materials through analyzing their discussion. 


Teacher assessment of students' ability to solve problems together amicably by observation and through analyzing their discussion.

  Extensions and Adaptations:


Individual children dictate stories using instruments.


Act out the story.


Create illustrations for the story.

Relevant National Standards areas other than music:


Language Arts:

Dramatizing stories


Listening to and identifying spoken language sounds in the environment


Dictating stories with a beginning, middle and end with assistance.


Describing the actions of characters in a story with assistance.


Taking turns when speaking in a group.


Expressing feelings


Listening respectfully without interrupting others.


Listening and speaking for social interaction.


Making predictions about story events.

Math:


Following and understanding patterns


Number sense - Beginning, middle and end


Problem solving


Comparisons

